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SUBJECT: REPORTED 1980 PRC GRAIN TARGET OF 400 MILLION TONS 
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1 . AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE OCTOBER 22 ISSUE OF TA 

KUNG PAO, ONE OF HONG KONG'S MAJOR COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS, 

HAS REPORTED A PRC GRAIN TARGET OF 400 MILLION TONS BY 1980. 

(HK 12581). WRITTEN BY A LOCAL STAFFER, THE ARTICLE RE- 
PEATED A REPORT CARRIED THE DAY BEFORE IN A TA KUNG PAO 
DAILY COMMENTARY THAT POLITBURO MEMBER YAO WEN- YU AN -MEN- 
TIONED" THE TARGET AT A MEETING WITH A VISITING JAPANESE 
DELEGATION OCTOBER 6 IN PEKING. 

2. THE TA KUNG PAO ARTICLE ESTIMATED THAT GRAIN PRODUCTION 
IN 1975 "COULD" REACH 275 MILLION TONS OR MORE. USING THIS 
FIGURE AS A BASE, THE ARTICLE CALCULATED THAT TO REACH 

400 MILLION TONS WOULD REQUIRE AN OVERALL INCREASE OF 45 PER- 
CENT, OR 7.8 PERCENT A YEAR FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS (I.E., 

DOUBLE THE GROWTH RATE OF THE LAST 25 YEARS). OUTPUT WOULD 
THEN BE EQUIVALENT, THE ARTICLE STATED, TO PRODUCTION OF 
ABOUT 1000 CATTIES PER CAPITA. 

3. COMMENT: A 1980 TARGET OF 400 MILLION TONS WOULD FAR 
EXCEED CURRENT ESTIMATES OF PRC AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL. 

EVEN IF YAO ACTUALLY MADE THE STATEMENT, HOWEVER, WE SUSPECT 
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THAT THE ROLE OF SUCH A TARGET WOULD BE MORE IN LINE WITH 
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AN EASY-TO-REMEMBER INSPIRATIONAL GOAL EOR MASS EXHORTATION 
RATHER THAN AS A BASIS FOR ACTUAL PLANNING TARGETS. IN 
THIS SENSE IT MAY BEAR MORE THAN A SUPERFICIAL RESEMBLANCE 
TO THE 12 YEAR GRAIN TARGETS OF THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM OF 1956, WHICH HAVE SO FAR BEEN MET 
BY ONLY FIVE PROVINCES. THESE WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN EQUIVA- 
LENT TO PRODUCTION OF ABOUT 1000 CATTIES PER CAPITA (SEE 
VICE PREMIER TAN CHEN-LIN'S REPORT ON THE PROGRAM FOR 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN CURRENT BACKGROUND NO. 616, 

APRIL 20, 1960). 
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